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answer may be suggested to the questions posed by C.

Stephen Jaeger and cited in the opening paragraph of this

study by recalling that the twelfth century is the century

of the discovery of the individual and carving human

images more realistically and individualistically is a

logical result of this discovery. As Jaeger points out in his

discussion of the Wise and Foolish Virgins at Strasbourg,

each woman has a unique face and her own style of

clothing.

In her dissertation cited above, Masuyo Darling notes

the Perrecy lintel sculptor’s “forward-looking style

and…innovative choice of Passion scenes.”
29

 She also

recognizes the “absence of timidity in his execution” and

“suggests that he was not copying a readily usable model

for the Passion iconography.”
30

 Finally she points out that

“the iconography was an important requisite which the

sculptor must have understood within his capacity and

translated into visual form.…the visual perception of the

viewer would be a reaction to the expressive power of the

forms themselves, even before he or she fully understood

the layered meanings of iconographic messages.”
31

 These

remarks describe and explain the irresistible attraction

Perrecy holds for me.

The developing psychology of the individual laid

down in the twelfth century is the foundation for this

change in the manner of imaging the human figure. Why

this occurred in the twelfth century and what happened

to encourage this interest are questions that will have to

be answered elsewhere and by another author.
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